Top Scottish Gundog 2018

I was very honoured and privileged to be invited to judge at this prestigious competition. It was held for the first time at the Westerwood Hotel, Cumbernauld which proved to be an excellent choice. The room was perfect with plenty of space for the dogs to move, the food was excellent and the atmosphere was warm, friendly and relaxed which was no surprise as the committee work so hard to make sure everybody has a fantastic time.
The exhibits were so full of quality and were all great ambassadors for their respective breeds, it was a pleasure to judge so many fantastic dogs.
My overall winner was the Gordon Setter Ford’s Liric Fusilier with Shillay JW, I liked him for his overall make and shape, he is completely balanced in outline. He flowed through the neck and shoulder, excellent body proportions, and muscled throughout. He really used the ring and has excellent reach and drive. He was presented in excellent coat and condition. 
Runner Up Top Scottish Gundog was the Pointer of Jamieson, Macara & Blackburn-Bennett’s Kanix News Flash At Glenfinnan, Upstanding young man who is very striking in outline, super head, good length of strong neck, well laid shoulder, presented in outstanding muscle tone and condition. He certainly comes alive on the move with his positive footfall, plenty of reach and drive and a magnificent side gate. 
​Top Scottish Gundog Puppy

There were certainly some exciting puppies today and all must have very bright futures.  My winner was, McCormack’s Golden Retriever, Flyngalee Tiptoes This young bitch oozes quality and style and has excellent overall balance, beautiful feminine head, kindest of expressions, excellent quarters fore and aft. Presented in excellent coat and condition, she moves true both coming and going and with an excellent side gait. 
Runner Up Top Scottish Gundog Puppy was Alcorn, Crowther & MacAra’s. : Gordon Setter, Lourdace Headhunted By Cromasaig. I loved the head and dark expressive eyes on this young man, he has a lovely rich colour to his tan, he is developing nicely for his age, he is extremely well muscled throughout,. On the move he has fantastic reach and drive, a fabulous side gait, using his tail and maintaining his level topline at all times.
Top Scottish Gundog Veteran

I could not get passed the lovely Golden Retriever of Warden’s Eyevalley Macallan of Glentochty Sh Cm, this 8 year old is a well constructed male who is a delight to go over. He is balanced in outline, masculine head with a kind eye and gentle expression, strong muscular neck, balanced forequarters, strong topline, excellent body proportions, presented in good coat and condition. Moved very soundly and with purpose. 
Runner Up Top Veteran was Ross’s Flat Coated Retriever SH CH Islstrom Torrachilty JW 9 year old bitch who has a fantastic outgoing personality, she is so well balanced and workmanlike, although she retains her femininity.  Super head of correct proportions, and soft gentle expression. Good body proportions well made hindquarters with good width of second thigh and well let down hocks. Excellent bone and the best of feet. Presented in tip top condition. 
Jacqui A Ward

 
